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then Viborg which is the largest centre in East
Finland.
The growth of the population of Finland has
been remarkable. In 1750 there were 421,537 in-
habitants. Within a century the population increased
to 16,369,15 and m another 70 years it increased to
33,648,27. There is something fascinating about
the Finnish Race, but both as to the nature and
culture, Finland claims to belong wholly to the
Occident Political union with Sweden gave origin
to the intellectual culture of Finland, and some think
that, there is nothing oriental about Finland, but
personally I discovered many traits of similarity
and kinship amongst the Finnish people with the
Orient. This, perhaps, can be explained when one
traces the genealogy of the Finns. The Finnish
people are supposed to have sprung from a stock
divided into two branches, one of which produced
Hungarians. And at one time the Finnish Race
dominated over the fruitful tracts of central and
Eastern Russia. The Finnish branch itself is divided
into four sub-families, Baltic, Finnish, Lapps, Volga
Finns, and Permians.
It is a matter of conjecture what the origin of
the Finnish language is. Some scholars think that
it is related to Mongohc and Turko-Tartanc, but
it has not been possible to determine the original
home of the Finnish people. They originally led
semi-nomadic existence, and hunting and fishing